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Abstract:

This article discusses the concept of hadith criticism as one of the most pro-
minent hadith sciences that contributed to preserving the Prophetic Sunnah and
purifying it from foreign and weak sources. The researcher reviews the develop-
ment of this science since its early inception and sheds light on the factors that
led to its emergence, especially after the spread of sedition and heresy, which
necessitated the establishment of precise rules for examining hadith chains of
transmission and text. The article also presents the types of hadith criticism and
highlights the most important schools that emerged in this field, such as the
hadith scholars, the jurists, the Mu'tazilites, and others. It also provides practical
examples of criticizing textual evidence for its contradiction to common sense
and reason, or for doubtful chains of transmission. The article emphasizes that
hadith criticism is a solid science with its own tools and methods, and it should
only be practiced by specialists who have attained the level of ijtihad in the
sciences of narration and knowledge. The researcher adopted the descriptive and
analytical approach to present and analyze the topic according to the principles

.of scientific research

Keywords: Hadith criticism; Hadith scholars’ methods; criticism of the text

.and chain of transmission; schools of criticism
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